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132 - VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS

canal, so as'to drtkv'info:it a sufficient qdahtity of water, It seems they prefer obstrueting the nav;. Onn
. getion ot the river by their wing dam, which may not only supply the canal with water, 1ut with [ pess, W
‘boats, arks and rafns. : L v St

S, ' T - On x
6th. The pres-nt proprietors of the camal have appropriated great credit to them:elves for the i, On 1
me:.se sums of money expended in constructing the canal; «nd on that score appeal to the indulgcuge Th.

of the legislature. ' [t cannot be urnknown to the legislature, that they are purchasers of the inteie [l tior © :
.Ofthe original proprietors of the Susquehannab cana , on its insolvency; and “that the whoie cast to [l ¢ -eco
them 18 not mote perhaps thanseveniy thousand dollars.  Yet it may he seen, that identifying then, Oa m
seives with their predecessors, they claim the deterence of their fellow citizens, for the expendituy, R adi.tior
ou this imprqrement, of «‘two mullions of doldars >  Fhis is not all. They have taken special care ;o [l Fivle:
impress on thelegislatureduring the present session, that the in-shore or uew channel, isan artificy “Un o
one, produced by the labor and expense of the'Canal Company exclusively. 1t will not be athirmed Jll rick co
by the most hardy of their advocates, that any of this statement 10 reference-to the present conibany ‘lhey
~ is trae. * ‘The history of the in-shore channel, from Turkey Hill to tide, en:t.races t! e muntficen -
of Pennsylvania, the state of Maryland, and the good old Susquehannah Canal Company; and «h, Mess!
present proprietors have no other merit, than obstructing it since the Ist ot January, 1818, in th, [l Loocke
face of the compromive between the two states, and the conventional arrangement between (he il Mecone
. legislature of Maryland and the former propricetors, ratified in January 1804. :
_ 7th. Itis attempted by the present proprietors to attach the character of insignificance to th Mess|
memorials of Cecil and Harford; by alleging that few who navigate the river when the option i; il Semmes
left to them, choose to go through the channel now obstructed by the additional sections of thy [l Rizus.
‘wing-dam ; and the inference would be made, that the few ought not to be regarded. Where, Onnm
right is claimed and weil supported, it matlers not whether it be set up by one o1 one thousand, a{ The «
. the legislature of Maryland can never allow itse!f to wink at the infringement of the rights ot even Jll theact
* ‘an individual, But this ¢laim of the present proprietors, to be let alone in the enjoyment of the[ll academ
- privileges thus set up, is not supported by the fact. Not to hold up to public detestation the mani. [l the bill
fest obliquity contained in some of the depositions on this head, taken at Conowingo, the joinJll An act
- committee of the senate and house of delegates, who lately inspected the wing dam, in their r eport, Jll Which
would seem to admit that at least one jourth of the produce that comes down the Susquehann:h il make
* passes through the river channel, when the choice is open to its owners and its navigators. "I'hi; |l ordered
‘18 not a small propertion, and would, if forced through the canal at the present rates ot toll, yieli Jll vor of |
the annial sum of three or four thousand dollars—a serious sum to be squeezed out of the earning [l in favor
of industrious citizens. on their way to a market, But the extenuation of the company on this
head has not yet been fuliy met, as it may, by authority at hand, which, when sufficiently «tated, Jll Gen:/em
- will render it a matter of some difficulty to reconcile the conclusions of the joint committee asto Toe,
the quantity of property that passes through the river when the way is open, and of much mor: il senate |
difficulty to ‘accept the statements contained in several of the depositions (see Nos. 4 and 7,) ap- Jll no “e
pended to their report, which may be adjusted by a reference to the character and motives of the a:n:mnt
' think he

witnesses.” . : _ -
. ‘The committee on internal improvement in the house of delegates, reporting especially on the
commerce of the Susquehannah, have stated on authority deemred sufficient, that ahout nine hun [l Gentlem
dred and twenty-five ratts of lumber, and five hundred and thirtv-five arks, loaded with the variow We r
productions of the country, descended the waters of the Susquehannabh to the Chesapeake, durinsJll w th an
the last season. . From this, deduct the amount which passed through the canal, as stated by thejll Waich
~ keeper, (see No.. 1.) and it ‘will appear that a majority of the arks, and more than one third of the Also
rafts went volontarily through the channel of the river, prefering all its dangers to a long and vexa And the
‘tioas imprisonment in the canal,  Is this an interest too insignificant to command the protection o[l “w'] p2
~ the 1-gislatare, L e o Lo .. : Mr S
- From every view of the subject, the committee are of opinion that the resolutions herewith sub- The
. mitted, ought to receive the sanction of the legislature of Maryland. and the proprietors of the plemen
" caral be compelled to return to the. limits which bounded the utmost latitude claimed by their pre. Jll the Sta
.decessors. Froin the pecaliar formation of the bed of the river Susquehannah, at the head ot 1h [l to rend
eanal, the obstruction of the channel in question amounts to an obstruction of three fourths ot the |8 house,
river, forit is known that from the extremityv of the wing dam, as it now stands, a ledge ot rocki ll Which
stretching westwardly, crosses over a great part of the river; and thatas far as the navigation ¢ The |
the bed of the river is concerned, the company may as reasomably claim to erect a dam a mik[Jlil senate.

long, as to claim the suppoit of the legislature in keeping up the wing dam as it now stands, Al Mr,
which is respectfully submitted. . . - - _ _ ' - - [ his tru
Mr Marriott presents a petition from Marv Crowley, of Anne Avundel coumty, praving for sup - fThe '
port; read and referred to the committee appointed on petitions of a similar nature. , on was

. The bill concerning Lower Marlborough academy, was read the second time, passed, and seot Jll tive.
to the senate. - : . . e _ _ On.n
The bill apportioning the justices of the peace in each county, was read the second time —Ou i Were ir
motion by Mr Showers, the question was put that the blank be filled up with ¢nine.” . Determin- On.n
ed in the negative. e - B ) of this
On motjon by Mr Bruce that it be filled up with ‘“five.”” Determined in the negative. ~Onr
- On motion by Mr Showers, the question was put on ¢‘eight.” Determined in the negative, - cers sh
.On motion by Mr J. Forrest, the question was put on ¢six.”” Resolved in the affirmative. Onr
On motion by Mr Pigman, the question was put, that the said first scction be stricken out. De-Jii #3id bi

termined in the negative, . ' - : - -
. On motion by Mr Norris, the question was put that the bill be referred to the first day of Juns Mess

_next. Detctmiu_ed in the nggati_vc, _



